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D290. Davis, Bobby L. (1949-)  
    Interview and memoir  
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Davis, resident of Elizabethtown, Illinois, recalls his personal experiences in 
the army during the Vietnam conflict.  He was drafted after graduating from 
high school and worked in a local fluorspar mine. Davis recalls incidents from 
his service in Vietnam, including seeing a man blown to pieces by a Vietcong 
satchel bomb and witnessing a black soldier saving a white soldier trapped in 
a bombed tower bunker.  Photos taken by Davis while he was in Vietnam are 
included in the memoir.  
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p lace  o f  ~ n t e r v i e w :    he hame o f  ~ o b  Davis, R. R. 1 
~l i zabethtown , I1 1 i no i  s . 
I n t e r v i e w e r ' s  Name: ~ e n n i f e r  ~umphrey 
For: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I 1 7 i n o i  s ,  s p r i n g f i e l d  
I n t e r v i e w e r  ~ n t r o d u c t i o n :  ~ o o d  afternoon i t  i s  A p r i l  
llth 2009 and we are  a t  t h e  home o f  Bob Davis i n  
~lizabethtown, 11lino-i s .  ~ o b  i s  going t o  share w i th  us 
h i s  exper iences i n  vietnam. My name i s  l e n n i f e r  
~urnphrey, 1 am t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  and this is f o r  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  of I l l i n o i s ,  S p r i n g f i e l d  f o r  t h e  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  c lass  o f  D r .  eeborah M C G r e g O f .  
Q: Okay, l e t ' s  begin our i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  some 
background in fo rma t ion .  when and where were you born? 
A: I was born i n  ~ e s i c l a i r e ,  rllinois i n  1949. May t h e  
2nd. 
Q :  Have you l ived i n  t h i s  area a17 your  l i f e ?  
A :  Yup. My whole l i f e ,  
Q: ~ ~ 1 1  us a little b i t  about your chi ldhood? 
A :  ~t was j u s t  bas i c  k i ds  s t u f f .  1 grew up we d i d n ' t  
have e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  one p lace we never even had 
e l e c t r i c i t y .  we kept our m i l k  i n  a c i s t e r n  t o  keep i t  
from s p o i l i n g .  ~ a s i c a l l y  made our own toys and ...- went 
t o  two o r  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  schools around i n  t he  
county.   id hunt ing  and f i s h i n g  w i t h  my dad. Regular 
t h i n g s  l i k e  k i ds  do. 
Q :  okay. what was your sen ior  year i n  h igh school 
1  i ke? Because I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a p i v o t a l  t i m e  f o r  you, 
or  i t s  go ing t o  be. 
A: yeah i t  was a... well i t  was ... a hard ... a hard t ime  
because r knew t h a t  Vietnam was going on and a l o t  o f  
people were concerned i n  t h a t  stage of our l i f e ,  w i t h  
be ing seniors ,  why i t  was, you couldn't r e a l l y  p lan  
n o t h ~ n g  because t h e  dra f t  had been, what do you call 
i t?, enacted o r  whatever so people were bei n d ra f t ed  9 and .... c o u l d n ' t  real ly  a f f o r d  t o  go on t o  co7 ege so I 
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a deferment on t h a t  ... so, 1 j u s t  .... 
Q:  id you have p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n s  f o r  a f t e r  h igh 
school? 
A:  No. 1 was j u s t  go ing t o  go t o  wark l i k e  my dad d i d  
i n  t h e  f l uo rspa r  mines and t h a t  was basicall my o n l y  
plans  b u t  t r y  to f i n d  a job  and I p r e t t y  we1 y had an 
i d e a  I would probably g e t  dra f ted ,  because I was i n  
t h e  r i g h t  age category. MY dad he was i n  World War 11 
and my ha l f  b r o t h e r  he was i n  ... he was i n  the army bu t  
he never d i d  go t o  war. 1 t h i n k  he went t o  Korea o r  
somewhere l i k e  t h a t  and spent h i s  term. 
Q: Was he o l d e r  than you? 
A: Yeah, he was probably  ten  o r  f i f t e e n  years older 
than I. 
Q: Do you have any o the r  s i b l i n g s ?  
A :  ~ ' v e  go t  two sisters and a younger b ro the r .  one 
s i s t e r  i s  younger than I am and one o l d e r  lthan T am. 
9 :  So do you remember any p a r t i c u l a r  events  t h a t  were 
happening then,  l i k e  i n  your community or  t h e  wor ld? 
It was a p r e t t y  turnul tuous t ime.  
A :  NO, n o t  r e a l l y  we l i v e d  out i n  t h e  country and l i k e  
I s a i d  we d i d n ' t  have no t e l e v i s i o n  o r  n o t h i n g  so we 
were k inda b a s i c  h i l l  b i l l i e s  I guess so ......( laughs) 
Q: Okay, te l l  me about t h e  day you received your d r a f t  
1 e t t e r ?  
A: I was working a t  a rock quar ry  o r  i t  was a spar 
mine, f l u o r s p a r  mine actually over here j u s t  a little 
ways f r o m  here and came home and had t h e  l e t t e r  i n  t h e  
mai l  f r o m  t h e  c i r c u i t  c l e r k  and opened i t  up t h e r e  and 
i t  sa id  "g ree t i ngs  from your f r i e n d s  and ne ighbors  you 
have been se lec ted  t o  serve i n  t h e  armed f o r c e s . "  So, 
I thought w e l l  whoever my f r i e n d s  and neighbors 
are  ... b u t  .. 
Q:   hat's p r e t t y  comica1. 
A: B U ~  t h a t  was k i nd  o f  a downer there  whenever I g o t  
t h a t  news. 1 d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  want to go b u t  1 g o t  
d r a f t e d .  ~ u t  I f i gu red  i f  duty ca l l s ,  ~ ' d  do l i k e  
everybody e l s e ,  serve my t i m e  and g e t  it over w i t h .  
g :  what d i d  your f a m i l y  t h ink  about your be ing d r a f t e d  
and going t o  Vietnam? 
A :  They were worr ied.  o f  course everybody was a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  It was i n  1969 and they  were concerned. My 
cousin he g o t  k i l l e d  over t he re .  He was one o f  the 
f i r s t  ones t h a t  g o t  k i l l e d ,  Gary Don Davis.  ~ n d  t h e r e  
was severa l  o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  county here  t h a t  go t  
killed. They were real ly  concerned about i t. I s a i d  
maybe 1'1 1 g e t  p u t  i n  a s a f e  area and i t won't be t o o  
bad.   hat d ~ d n ' t  happen e i t h e r .  
Q: How o l d  was your cousin? 
A :  I t h i n k  he was about t w e n t y  o r  twenty one. He 
wasn' t  very  o ld  e i t h e r .  
Q: HOW d i d  he d i e ?  
A :  I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. I t h i n k  he was i n  i n f a n t r y  
maybe. MY f i r s t  w i f e s  husband he got  shot  down i n  
Vietnam, he was a hel icopter  p i l o t ,  he go t  shot  down 
and he drowned i n  a r i c e  paddy. The h e l i c o p t e r  crashed 
i n  t h e  wa te r  and h e  drowned they  s a i d .  
Q:  id you know him? 
A :  NO.  Deon Lowry was h i s  name, him and two o r  t h r e e  
o t h e r s  here i n  t h e  area here. I heard o f  him b u t  I 
r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know him. 
Q: HOW d i d  i t  change your l i f e ?  change your  p lans  f o r  
t h e  fu ture? 
A :  ~t makes you grow up qu ick .  B ~ S ~ C  t r a i n i n g  and 
advanced i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g  i t  rea l  1 y changes your 
l i f e  dramatically real ly  because I was always brought  
up i n  church you know, and thou s h a l l  not k i l l  and a l l  
t h i s  and t h a t  was one o f  my concerns that I d i d n ' t  
want t o  do t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  want t o  be a consc ien t ious  
o b j e c t o r  or none o f  t h a t  s t u f f .  ~ u t  I thought  we71 I 
d o n ' t  know what 1'11 do when the t i m e  comes i f  I have 
to so I was worried about t h a t .  When it comes down to 
it they prepare you f o r  it and ... umm th ings  happen i t s  
e i t h e r  k i l l  o r  be k i l l e d .  SO it changes our whole 
out look on t h e  whole, you t h i n k  one way i: u t  when you 
g e t  i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n  you have t o  do what you have 
to do. 
Q: You were telling me t h e  o the r  day about d r a f t  
dodger s t o r i e s ?  
A: yeah. we w e n t  t o  St. Louis ,  M i s s o u r i  and t h e r e  was 
people that was there  doin a l l  d i f f e r e n t  kinda acts  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  out o f  it. (?a, hing) A t  t h a t  t i m e  9 (pause and laughing) they wou dn? take uh,. , ,  what do 
you c a l l  i t ,  gay pea l e  they c a l l e d  them then I mean 
they  wouldn't take  t 1 ose so t h e y  was a lot of them 
wearing dresses and doing a l l  k inda feminine ac ts  and 
s t u f f  j u s t  t r y i n g  to g e t  o u t  of i t. 
Q :  ~i ke Klinger en  ash? [laughing) 
A: yeah. l u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  ~ n d  then you had people who 
was overweight  and when i t  come time f o r  t h e i r  t i m e  to 
be i nduc ted why the would ea t  a l e t  o f  food and Y they'd just keep pi i n g  on t h e  weight  so they'd g e t  
r e j e c t e d .  Then you had people who was TOO skinny,  they 
wouldn? and d i d n J  t so they would s ta rve  themselves. 
Because they knew t h e i r  t ime was coming t o  be induc ted  
so would g e t  to s k i p  out  on that. I couldn't  gain or  
lose e i t h e r  one I d i d n ' t  even t r y  to so I j u s t  stayed 
t h e  same. I had people that was on t h e  bus t h a t  was 
c ry i ng  you know my a e they was cry ing.    hey knew they i! was going  t o  g e t  dra t e d .  rt was sad because l o t  o f  
them was l e a v i  n t h e i  r g i  r l f r i e n d s  and some o f  them F was marr ied .  I elt sorry f o r  them b u t  I t h o u g h t  I 
wasn' t  mar r ied  and I was s i n g l e .  I actual ly  seen some 
o f  them ou t  r h e r e  c ry ing  on t h e  way out t h e r e  fo r  
their p h y s i c a l s  and s t u f f .  
Q: se af ter  you go t  our d r a f t  l e t t e r  then you went to T st. Louis, i s  that w e r e  you go? 
A :  Yeah. you go there f o r  ... they  check you a l l  o u t  and 
g i v e  you your p h y s i c a l  and s t u f f .  we t o o k  a g u l f  
t r a n s p o r t  bus o r  something they  send you t h e r e .  
Q: ~ n d  so a f t e r  you go t h e r e  how much longe r  was i t  
t h a t  you had time to see family and stuff b e f o r e  you 
had t o  leave, actually go t o  t r a i n i n g ?  
A: 1 t h i n k  i t  was l i k e  two o r  t h r e e  weeks or  something 
l i k e  that. It might  have been two weeks. I l e t  my 
employer know ~ ' d  been dra f ted  and they  saved your 
t h a t  t h e y  would keep our job  open f o r  you when you 
iQb f o r  you and they s t i l l  do I guess now. ~t was law t en 
b got  back, i f  you g o t  ack. That was a hard t ime  t o  go 
though, 1 had to go t o  Chicago and catch a p l a n e ,  
a f t e r  I went t o  F o r t  Leonardwood ~ i s s o u r i  and g o t  my 
t r a i n i n g  then I had t o  f l y  o u t  o f  Chicago ou t  t o  
California a f t e r  we received our orders where we'd go 
and what company w e ' d  be i n  and a l l  t ha t .  
Q: What were your f e e l i n g s  about Vietnam be fo re  you 
were d ra f ted?  D i d  you know much about i t? 
A :  I didn't really know a whole lot about i t  until 
a f t e r  the f ac t .  I knew t he re  was a l o t  o f  p r o t e s t i n g  
and a l o t  o f  r i o t s .  people organ iz in  t h i ngs  a a i n s t  9 ? i t  you know. I r e a l l y  k ind  o f  g o t  a o t  o f  my e e l i n g s  
I guess from watching t he  news and T . V .  on how it was 
bad. I knew i t  was, o f  course i t  had been going on for  
q u i t e  a w h i l e  so I had a l i t t l e  i d e a  about I d ~ d n ' t  
th ink i t  was a goad idea .  
Q: you d i d n '  t have a choice d i d  you? 
A: No. I d i d n ' t  have a choice.  ~ i k e  1 sa id  knowing now 
what I d i d n ' t  know back then ~ ' d  probably have second 
thouc~hts about doing it even and no t  t o  be u n p a t r i o t i c  
but i t s  just t h e  i dea  t h a t  ... o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  makj ng 
cho-ices ... t ha t  I" j u s t  net in favor o f  1 j u s t  d r d n ' t  
agree w i t h .  ~t was l i k e  they  said l i k e  30% o f  people 
wanted us over t h e r e  and t h e  o the r  70% d i d n ?  want us 
over the re .  so i t  was k i nd  o f  ...y ou had t o  watch your 
back on t h e  peop le  t h a t  even was supposedly f r i e n d l y  
fo rces .  Because they d i d n ' t  l i k e  us over t h e r e  e i t h e r  
so t h a t ' s  why I s a i d  about t h i s  I r a q  war I sa id  i t s  
j u s t  going t o  be another vietnarn all over  again. ~t 
was really a hard t i m e  and t h e r e  was real ly  a l o t  o f  
r a c i a l  t h i n g s  went on back then.  I never was a 
p r e j u d i c e  person but  t h e r e  was so much f i g h t s  and 
s t u f f  go ing on i n  our own forces t h e r e .  1t was bad. 
  hat's what was worse, you cou ldn?  even go t o  t h e  EM 
c lub  where e n l i s t e d  men went t o  d r i n k  and have a good 
t i m e  t h e r e  was always f i g h t s  and s tuf f  and they  were 
always over race and s t u f f .  It was r e a l l y  a b i g  t h i n g  
then,  
Q :  ~i ke so ld i e r s  aga ins t  each o the r?  ~ a r r i  cul ar  groups 
o r  something? 
A :  ~ e a h . ~ h e y  even had...they even had bount ies o u t  on 
our  own people. YOU know. Maybe 1 shou ldn ' t  be ing  
say ing t h i s  b u t  I can ' t  prove i t  b u t  t h a t ' s  what they 
said t h a t  i f  you had a bad capta in or  company 
commander and you were ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  on a f i r e  
f i g h t  o r  something. 
Q: what was your t r a i n i n g  1 i  ke and where d i d  you f i r s t  
begi n  t r a i  n i  ng? 
A: F o r t  ~eanardwood Missour i  they used t o  cal l  it 
~ i t t l e  Korea I th inks what they named i t  cause i t s  so 
c o l d  down t h e r e  i n  t h e  w in te r  t i m e .    hat's where we 
d i d  our  basic  t r a i n i n g  and a1 so d i d  m y  second e i g h t  
weeks o f  t r a i n i n g  was advanced i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g  so 
I d i d  all  my t r a i n i n g  a t  Fo r t  ~eonardwood Missour1 . 
t h e  w in te r  months it was p r e t t y  rough. 
( sn i c  ers)  I d i 'dn ' t  know i f  I" make i t  o r  n o t  b u t  I ourin& 
d id .  
8: were you t r a i ned  f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i a l t i e s ?  
A: Uh..  .IT was really.. .it was l i g h t  v e h i c l e  d r i v e r  i s  
what i t  was.. .it was l i k e  t r anspo r t a t i on  t h a t  was m 
pr imary MOS they c a l l e d  i t .   hat was what I was rea 5 ly 
t r a i n e d  f o r  i s  uh ... f r om a j eep  up to a f i v e  ten  t ruck,  
Q: What were your thoughts o r  f e e l i n g s  on t h e  l o n g  
p lane t r i p  t o  vietnam? 
A:  Uh ... it j u s t  seemed l i k e  i t  was fo reve r  g e t t i n g  
t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know how long it d i d  rake us but  we 
were severa l  hours f rom when we l e f t  - t i l l  t h e  t i m e  we 
go t  there.  ~t was j u s t  uh ... lot of thoughts r u n  through 
your minds w h i l e  you' r e  up there i n  t h e  a i r .  It was 
j u s t  a t i m e  f o r  a l o t  o f  t h i n k i n g .  You know ... your  j u s t  
t h i  nk in  wonder i f  you'd make it back or  n o t  so ... you 7 have a ot o f  thoughts, a l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  thoughts i n  
your mind and 1...donV t remember eve ry th ing  I was 
t h i n k i n  but I knew t h a t  one time I thought boy i t s  
t a k i n g  Forever g e t t i n g  t h e r e .  ~ r o b a b l  y i t s  h a l f  way 
around t h e  wor ld  I guess. ~t was a q u i e t  time most o f  
t h e  people wasn' t  t a l k i n g  a whole l o t .  It was j u s t  a 
q u i e t  t ime I guess. 
Q: What d i d  you t h i n k  of Vie tnam when you f i r s t  
a r r i ved?  ~ t s  people? rts geography? 
A :  Well when 1 f i r s t  a r r i v e d  we uh ... we were coming 
down ... when we were g e t t i n g  ready t o  l a n d  ... they were 
bombing ... t h e  Vietcong ... t h ~  v i e t can  were  sending ! rockets  i n ,  bombing t h e  a i r s t r i p  t e r e  ... mor tar ing  t h e  
a i  s s r r i p s  o r  sending rockets  i n  t r y i n g  t o  des t roy  t h e  
runway t h e r e  ... t r y i n g  t o  keep new t r oops  from land ing  
t h e r e  and they  d i d  i t  successfully two or  th ree t imes 
I t h i n k .  Bu t  t he re  were engineers there  constantly 
b u i l d i n g  t h e  road, b u i l d i n g  t h e  a i r s t r i p  back and 
paving and patching t h e  holes so t h a t  b i g  planes could  
land t h e r e .  1 remember t h e  s c a r i e s t  p a r t  was when we 
s t a r t e d  t o  land t h e  p i l o t  was telljng us,  you know ... i f  
we should happen to ge t  h i t  coming i n  o r  crash, if we 
should e t  h i t  w i t h  a racket o r  something on our way 
down, a ? 1 t he  steps we had t o  take t o  prepare f o r  
crashing.  I thought t h i s  i s  great  1'11 g e t  k i l l e d  
be fo re  we even e t  the re .  SO ... i t  was, i t  was a scary 7 moment. you cou d look  down and see t h e  smoke and 
s t u f f  coming o f f  t h e  runway. so ... they were g e t t i n  h i t  
p r e t t y  hard when we landed. ~t was a scary t i m e  %om 
t h e  t ime  I h i t  t h e  ground running j u s t  practically 
when we g o t  t he re .  
Q :  Where d i d  you l a n d ?  
A :  IT was i n  uh ... Long b i n  r t h i n k  t hey  called i t. I 
t h i n k  tha t  was t h e  name of i t .  
Q: Was i t  a remote area? 
A :  1-t was a b i g  base there. Thatas where al l  t he  new 
t roops usually landed and uh ... and ~ ' m  no t  sure  I t h i n k  
a lot o f  them t h a t ' s  where you l e f t  o u t  t o o  on your 
l a s t  depar ture f rom t h e r e .    hat's why t h e  vie tcong 
were so busy t r y i n g  to keep t h a t  t o r e  up so ... 
Q: what d i d  you t h i n k  o f  t he  people,  as f a r  as t h e  
people i n  V ie tnam? 
A :  we11 I d i d n ' t  know t h e i r  language that's f o r  one 
thi n$ 
- ( ~ 0 t h  laughing) I mean you l ea rn  ... you learn 
litt e t h i n  s from t h e  k i d s  and stuff over t h e r e  cause 
they  were a 9 ways begging f o r  your food and s tu f f .   hey 
was r e a l l y  a poor count ry  and i t  was ... i t  was sad t o  
see c h i l d r e n  that hungry. They would take ... scraps you 
know and uh ... and t h i ngs  o f  that narure. ~t was 
 us^ as 
r e a l l y  poor ...j t was a beau t j fu l  coun t ry  ... 1 mean t 2 e .tall 
mountains and t h e  r i v e r s  and s t u f f  they c a l l e d  them 
r- ivers b u t  t hey  was l i k e  our  creeks here  ... smal l  streams 
bu t  they  called them r i v e r s .  ~t was r e a l l y  beau t i f u l  
country  over the re .  ~ l l  t h e  t e r r a i n  was b e a u t i f u l  
bu t  ... uh ... t h e  people were r e a l l y  poor bu t  they  l i v e d  i n  
grass h u t s  and d i r t  f l o o r s  and they even had places 
dug up under t h e i r  beds ... they had bamboo p laces where 
they s l e p t  l i k e  a hammock i n s i d e  t h e i  r b u i l d i n g  and i f  
they 'd  get f i r e  ... uh ... l i k e  they were i n  a f i r e  f i g h t  o r  
something and t h e  b u l l e t s  s ta r red  f l y i n g  they  cou ld  
rol l  r i g h t  o u t  o f  t h e i r  and t h e y ' d  rol l  down i n t o  t h e  
low place i n  t he  ground and they"  be okay. Out o f  t h e  
bullets range.   hey was l i v i n g  i n  a lot o f  f e a r  too. 
The people t h a t  was f o r  us too .  It was hard f o r  them 
a1 so. 
Q: w h i l e  you were t h e r e  d i d  you go t o  any o f  the 
c i t i e s  i n  Vietnam? 
A :  uh ... I went on one i n  country R&R uh ... I can ' t  even 
remember ... I t h i n k  i t  was i n  Da Nang maybe. ~t was l ike 
a t h r e e  day R&R. Jus t  t o  g e t  away f rom ever t h i n g  
myse l f .  ~t was uh ... we f l e w  on an o l d  cargo p Y ane. YOU 
know i t  wasn' t  no th ing s p e c i a l ,  no p lane ... motor was 
l eak i ng  o i l  when we was our  t h e r e .  ~ ' m  l i ab le  ge t  
k i  11 ed going on R&R (laughing) . It was an i n  country 
t h i n g  and we spent t h r e e  days i n  there j u s t  most ly  
s leep ing  and r e l a x i n g .  ~t was worth the  t h i n g  j u s t  to 
et away from eve ry th ing ,  a l l  t h e  noise and t he  
gullets and s t u f f .  Yeah ... 
Q: Where were you s t a t i o n e d  when you a r r i v e d  i n  
vi etnam? 
A:   hey sent  me to uh ... engineer o u t f i t  that uh ... ~ m e r i c a l  
D i v i s i on .  ~t was Company B,  t h e  ~ 6 ' ~  engineer b a t t a l i o n  
and i t  was i n  chu L a i ,  ou ts ide  o f  Chu ~ a i  about f i v e  
m i les .  ~t was on an 1-2, they called i t  a land ing  zone, 
i t  was j u s t  a small  p lace  w i t h  enough f o r  about one 
company o f  people o r  might have been two .  I don ' t  
remernber,.,l t h i n k  t h e r e  wasn't very many people t h e r e .  
~t was just a small  place ou t  away f rem t h e  mai n...off 
t h e  south china sea coast.  They had t h e  use up t h e r e  
and i t  was about f i v e  m i l e s  f rom t h e r e .  som..thatrs 
where our  home was f o r  f i f t e e n  months. 
Q: What were your i n i t i a l  orders? 
A :  uh ... that's all,,.we d i d  most ly  we b u i l t  c u l v e r t s  and 
pu t  i n  c u l v e r t s  when the enemy would blow them out .  we 
t r i e d  t o  keep t h e  roads open t h a t  went back i n  t h e  
mountains, back i n  t h e  j u n g l e .  our bases they had huge 
guns up i n  t h e  mountains. They had a twenty  two m i l e  
range on them. I d o n ' t  know what they  have now but I 
thought  t h a t  was a l o n g  way t o  f i r e  a weapon then. 
They had gun tubes t ha t  looked l i k e  they  was seventy 
f i v e  f e e t  long bu t  they would shoot twenty  two m i l e s  
f r om where they  was a t  ...y ou know. They had ten ,  maybe 
f i f t e e n ,  guns t he re  and we had to keep t h e  road open 
so they could ... c o u l d  g e t  ammunition t o  urn ... and t h a t  was 
basically our main j o b ,  b u i l d i n g  roads and rep lac ing 
br idges  and c u l v e r t s  where t h e  v ie t cong  would come I n  
and blow them ou t .    hey t r i e d  t o  keep t h e  ammunition 
f rom g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  guns . We were j u s t  t r y i n  to keep 9 t h e  roads open and t a t  was a constant ... bad p ace t o  
be .,. uh ... ~ r a i  Bong ~ o a d  t h a t  was ou r  main o b j e c t i v e ,  was 
t o  make sure t h a t  road stayed open. SO they  could 
t r a v e l  on i t  and b r i n g  t r a c t o r  t r a i l e r s  o f  ammuni t i e n  
and s t u f f  on i t .  ~t was constant  f i g h t i n g  and l a n d  
mines and t h ings  o f  t h a t  na ture .  
Q: can you t e l l  us about some o f  your f e l l o w  so ld iers ,  
your commandi ng o f f  i cers,  such as sergeant p i  ppen? 
A :  Uh ...y eah ... he was one of t h e  l a toon  leaders. He came 
over uh ...I was probably over t R e r e  six months o r  e i g h t  
months somewhere i n  t h e r e  and he came over f rom t h e  
s ta tes .  New from over t h e r e  and he was a tall, he was 
probably about 6 ' 2 "  and he was a r e a l  b i g  t a l l  b lack  
guy. ~ u s t  a r e a l  n i c e  guy, un fo r tuna te ly  he g o t  k i l l e d  
whenever I was g e t t i n g  ready t o  come back home. so ... and 
we had sergeant Rags, he was a b lack  guy who was our 
7 la toon sergeant.  I cou ldn ' t  g e t  over  h i s  name, Rags, i k e  t h e  rags you use. I remember he was tellin he 
was drawing f u l l  b i  rd colonel pay a l l  t h e  t i m e  ! e was 
over  the re .  He even went to b a t t a l i o n  headquarters and 
d i v i s i o n  and t r i e d  t o  tell them I ' m  j u s t  a s t a f f  
sergeant but  they j u s t  kept  ay ing  h l m  f u l l  b i r d  
co lone l  ' s pay so he j u s t  too ! o u t  what h i  s base pay 
would be f o r  a s ta f f  sergeant and he j u s t  p u t  t h e  r e s t  
o f  i t  r'n t h e  bank and drew i n t e r e s t  on i t. I d o n ' t  
know ... he sa i d  he j u s t  kept t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  them b u t  r: 
i u s t  t o l d  him hey your making money. He was making e t s  o f  money (1 aughi ng) . 
4: ~t l e a s t  he was t r y i n g  t o  be honest and t r i e d  t o  
make amends. HOW about your f e l l o w  s o l d i e r s ,  d i d  you 
have any p a r t i c u l a r  ones you were  c lose  w i th?  
A :  ~h ...p robably ~dward  c. H i l l ,  he was f r om  ~ i c h i g a n  
C i t y  Indiana and uh ... John ~ o l a f l ,  he was from Texas I 
t h i n k .  Mat t  Bema he was another one. I t h i n k  he was 
from New York.   here was l o t s  of good f r iends  t h a t  I 
had b u t  uh  ... J just can ' t  remember all o f  them right 
now. I made l o t s  o f  f r i e n d s  and you made a l o t  o f  them 
p r e t t y  qu ick ,  you know. ~ h i l l i p  Burns, he was another 
one, I t h i n k  he was from ~ i t t s b u r g h  o r  somewhere ... 
Q: Uh ... ~ ' m  going t o  p u l l  o u t  some of these p i c t u r e s  you 
had g iven me p rev ious ly  and uh ... we'll l o o k  at them and 
see ~f they  s p a r k  some memories. Lets see ...( long pause 
as i n t e r v i  ewer p u l l  s up scanned photographs on 
computer which n a r r a t o r  had i v e n  her  p r i o r  t o  
i n t e r v i e w )  can you expl  a i  n w ! at these p i c t u r e s  are o f ,  
are  these j u s t  sceni c pictures? 
A :  No, t h i s  one t h e r e  on t h e  r i g h t  was one when we 
were j u s t  i n  t h e  jeep and j u s t  took a p i c t u r e .  Uh ... one 
o f  those little lambrettas (See photograph # Z A  
appendix] t hey  t r a v e l  i n ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  those 
over t h e r e  i n  t h e  country and these  o the r  t h r e e  (see 
photographs 1 ~ , 3 ~ ,  B 4A appendix) i s  a b r i d  e t h a t ' s  
on Highway 1 t hey  call i t, t h a t ' s  t he  on ly  ! l a c k  t o p  
road I seen over t he re .  ~ n d  t h e  v ie tcong had i t  was 
uh ... they  thought i t  was NVA cause they  had underwater 
s w i  mmers ... they  sa i  d t h e y  would come and p u t  charges ... see 
t h e y  go t  bunkers on these b r i dges  and I d o n ' t  know if 
you can see them bu t  t h e r e ' s  l ~ t t l e  bunkers on t h e  
b r i  dges ... 
Q: I n  here? ( In te rv iewer  p o i n t s  t o  area under t h e  
br idge)  
A :  Up t h e r e  on top.  ~ h e r e k  l i t t l e  sand bag bunkers on 
them and t h e  sou th  Vietnamese are  t h e  ones t h a t  
uh ... t h a t  uh ...g uarded that br idge . BUT t h e  ... the  NVA came 
i n  underwater and they  pu t  charges underneath t h a t  
b r idge  and b lew i t  u p .  ~ n d  t h a t  was one o f  t h e  main 
highways over t h e r e  and t h a t  shut  o f f  t h e  c ross ing  
t h e r e .    hat was p r e t t y  good s i z e  l i t t l e  r i v e r  they  
cal l  it but  t h a t ' s  one o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  ones ~ ' d  seen 
over t h e r e .  r h a t  was up toward Tam ~y I t h i n k  was t h e  
name o f  t h a t  and t h a t ' s  another picture o f  it. some 
o f f i c e r s  had been up t h e r e .  
Q: ~ i g h t  i n  here? ( r n t e r v i e w  p o i n t i n g  t o  photograph 
# l e  See appendix) 
A: yeah ... t ha t  one t h e r e  i s  up on t h e  h i l l  from our Lz, 
LZ bayonet. (Narrator po i  n t i  ng to p i  c t u r e  #2&) 
Q: so you d i d  a l o t  o f  heavy equipment ope ra t i on ,  d i d  
you d r i v e  a,.? 
A :  u h  ... I never. .I never ran a l o t  o f  ...I drove an in 
loader and I drove a t r a i l e r .  I drove a f r o n t  i n  
l o a d e r  and I drove f i v e  ton  t rucks .  But t h i s  i s  one 
n i g h t  I was on u h  ... charge o f  qua r te rs ,  they c a l l  i t  CQ 
duty ,  ( ~ a r r a t o r  po i  n t i  ng to photograph #3~)and I stayed 
up a l l  n i g h t  w i t h  t h e  guy t h a t  was i n  charge t h a t  
n i g h t .  we was mon i to r i ng  t h e  rad io  when we heard 
people up i n  Tam ~y which i s  up nor th  of us bu t  we 
heard them h o l l e r i n g  they were g e t t i n g  h i t  up i n  t h e i  r 
bunker l i n e  and they were g e t t i n g  enemy a c t i v i t y .  A 
l i t t l e  b i t  c l a s e r  and they was some more s a y i n  
g e t t i n g  h i t  a lso .  and then they kept  g e t t i n g  c 7 oser 
and claser  and then d i r e c t l y  I heard our bunker l i n e  
open up and we s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  and so I had t o  run and 
fl e t  everybody up and ... and make sure we were ready. We ad people on t h e  ... t h i s  up here ... was our main bunker 
1 i n e  [ n a r r a t o r  p o i n t i n g  t o  i c t u r e  #1 & 2C see 
appendix) and t h i s  area may ! e back about f i f t e e n  
hundred f e e t  that we had another bunker l i n e .  ~ l l  
around ou r  per imeter  t h e r e  where we s l e p t  at so ... b u t  
what t h e y ' d  done, they 'd  broke through and they over  
ran t h a t  main bunker l i n e  and g o t  through that bunch 
t h e r e  and burn t  ... t h e r e  we had u s t  b u i l t  a b i g  mess 
h a l l  up t h e r e  o u t  o f  12x12 oa ii lumber down around t h i s  
l e v e l .  They sho t  a rocket  propelled grenade a t  i t  and 
b u r n t  it down. ~ n d  they t o r e  down some t owe r  bunkers 
and they ust  uh.,.broke t h r o u g h  t h a t  bunker l i n e  r i g h t  
t he re .  I i now t h e r e  was a b lack  auv ... t he re  was a l o t  o f  
prejudice s t u f f  going on t h e r e  when I was i n  t h a t  ... i n  
69, a l o t  o f  r a c ~ a l  problems ... 
Q: w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t s ?  
A: yeah. I n  a l l  o f  them. ~ n d  uh ... bu t  t h a t  a r t i c u l a r  R t h i n g  r i g h t  t h e r e  ... t h e r e  was a black guy w o saved a 
w h i t e  guys l i f e  and t h a t  changed a l o t  o f  thems 
a t t i t u d e s  about race and t h a t .  1 mean when i t  go t  
r i g h t  down t o  i t...uh...one o f  your buddies well i t  d i d n ' t  
matter i f  you were b lack  o r  w h i t e .  I thought  t h a t  was 
a good t h i n  . He went i n  a tower bunker and saved a 
wh i t e  guy t ! ere .  He was t rapped i n  t h e r e  and I guess 
he drug him out. He kept  him from dying a c t u a l l y .  
Q: 50 he owes him a b i t  o f  g ra t i t ude .  How about t h i s  
p i c t u r e  down here on t h e  r i g h t ?  ( ~ n t e r v i e w e r  p o i n t i n g  
t o  photograph #4e) 
A:   hat's a p i c t u r e  ... a p i c t u r e  o f  a v ie t cong  sca lp  
r i g h t  there ... t h a t ' s  h i s  h a i r  on t h a t  s t i c k  t h e r e  (na r ra to r  p o i n t i n g  t o  photograph 413). I took a pic tu re  
a f  t h a t  uh ... I kept a l i t t l e  uh ... 35mm camera i n  my pocket 
al l  time, a small one and I was up t h e r e  l ook i ng  and 
 wha what he 'd  done i s  t h e r e  was a communications 
bu-i l d i n g  t h e r e  where they  had t h e i r  rad ios  and they 'd  
t r ansm i t  and rece i ve  messages and umm ... t h e  v ie tcong  
had a satchel  charge and i t  was j u s t  f u l l  o f  l i k e  
glass  and n a i l s  and exp los ives  and i t  was j u s t  l i k e  a 
sa tche l  and they would j u s t  open t h e  door and s l i n g  i t  
i n  the re .  It would go o f f  and i t  would u s t  b low 
shrapnel and metal and g lass  and every t  2 i n g  and i t  d i d  
a 1 o t  o f  damage.   he guys t h a t  was i n s i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
t h e r e  knew they were g e t t i n g  over run so h e ' s  ... t h o u g h t  
i t  was t i m e  t o  g e t  out so he kicked t he  door open at 
t h e  same t i m e  t h e  Vietcong was o u t s i d e  t h e  door 
g e t t i n g  ready t o  open i t  and i t  knocked t h e  v iercong 
backwards on h i s  own charge and he blew h i s  se l f  up 
and that's t h e  b i g g e s t  p iece  o f  him I found t h e r e  and 
there  was p ieces o f  body about t h e  s i r e  o f  your thumb 
a l l  over t h e  s i de  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  the re .  It was 
just ...j u s t  bad bu t  I seen something b l ack  l a y i n g  down 
there  and I thought what i n  t h e  wor ld  i s  t h a t  and I 
walked down t h e r e  and seen t h a t  i t  was h i s  h a i r .  I 
just p icked i t  up ... t h e  s t i c k  t h e r e  and took a p i c t u r e  
o f  i t. ~t l ooked l i k e  somebody j u s t  took a k n i f e  and 
scalped him. He d i d  i t  h i s  self (laughs). 
Q: ~ o t  a g l o r i o u s  way t o  go. okay. HOW about t h i s  
group o f  photographs? 
A :    hose are  some 1 cook when we were ou t  uh ... I t h ink  
t h a t  was when we were ou t  on a search and des t roy  
miss ion  (nar ra tor  po in t i ng  t o  photograph s e r i e s  1-6D). 
I t h i n k  some o f  these are  i n f a n t r y  men. They sent  some 
o f  us engineers ou t  w i t h  em ... they would f i n d  a...this i s  
j u s t  a p i c t u r e  o f  a p lace we walked by ... I j u s t  seen 
where i t ' d  been h i t  by an a i r  s t r i k e  o r  something and 
i t  was probably blawed dawn (nar ra tor  p o i n t i n g  to 
photograph #ID). There's an a i r s t r i k e  going on i n  t h a t  
one p i c t u r e  b u t  you can't see t h e  p lanes(nar ra to r  
p o i n t i n g  t o  photograph #3D). 1 thought you migh t  be 
able to see i t  b u t  you can" see i t. on up ahead o f  us 
t h e r e  was a group ... b u t  you can ' t  see t h e  planes. Reason 
I took a p i c t u r e  o f  i t  t h e r e  was a F4 phantom 
t h i n k  went i n  f o r  an a i r  s t r i k e .  ~t d i d n ' t  p i c i e i i i  
up. They made us walk like t h a t  w i t h  i n t e r v a l s  i n  
between them so i f  somebody h i t s  a land  mine i t  
wou ldn ' t  k i l l  two or  t h reecnar ra to r  p o i n t i n g  t o  
photograph #ZD). You had to keep a d i  stance i n 
between ... between each one o f  them. Tha t ' s  when we 
stopped t o  e a t  d inne r  t h e r e  (nar ra tor  po in t i ng  t o  
photograph # 4 ~ ) .  
Q: 1s t h i s  you? ( I n t e r v i e w e r  po in t i ng  t o  man i n  b lack 
tank top i n  foreground o f  photograph #4D) 
A :  That 's  me t h e r e  when I was j u s t  a pup I guess 
(1 aughs) . A n i  neteen..,a n ineteen year o l d  ~arnbo I 
thought ... I guess. 
Q: who are  these gentlemen? ( I n t e r v i e w e r  p o i n t i n g  t o  
remaining men i n  photograph #4D) 
A:   hat's ~ h i l l i p  Burns r i g h t  there.  1 t h i n k  he ' s  from 
~ i t t s b u r g h  ~ e n n s y l v a n i a .  1 believe i s  where h e ' s  from. 
I ' m  no t  sure where..-1 t h i n k  Maine i s  where he was from 
but I can ' t  remember h i s  name. He was a demo l i t i on  
exper t .  He d i d  ... he d i d  our land mines. He would blow 
them up i f  we found them. 
Q: DO you have any contact w i t h  any o f  these 
gent1  emen? 
A :  No. I d i d  one. This guy here was from, Jamie Abru, 
t h a t ' s  him t h e r e  too .  He was from Pue r to  Rico and when 
he f i r s t  came over the re  he c o u l d n ' t  speak very l i t t l e  
Eng l i sh  and uh ... he l ea rned  Eng l ish  about l i k e  I l earned 
uh ... what i s i t  ... spani s h  o r  whatever.  Yeah ... so ... we was good 
f r i ends .  He was ... I l i k e d  having him on my s i d e .  YOU can 
see he was a p r e t t y  good s ized guy. He was really a 
nice  guy too.  
Q: HOW about t h i s  aer ia l  photo, i s  t h a t  t h e  b r idge  
that was blown out  i n  p rev ious  p i c t u res?  ( I n te rv iewer  
poi n t i  ng to photograph #6D) 
A :  Uh ... no t h a t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  b r i dge .  Tha t ' s  f u r t h e r  
down from where we were. We were a c t u a l l y  f l y i n g  
out.,.there was f o u r ~ e e n  he1 i c o p t e r s  ... t h a t  ' s when we were 
going ou t  on t h a t  search and destroy miss ion.  1 was 
s i t t l n g  t h e r e  by t h e  door and I was j u s t  t a k i n  9 p i c t u r e s  ... w h i l e  we was going o u t  t h e r e  t ak ing  a 1 t he  
d i f f e r e n t  v iews. I have several  a e r i a l  shots o f  just 
d i f f e r e n t  th-i ngs (see photographs #EI-6) .  lust 
b a s i c a l l y  k i l l i n g  t i m e  w h i l e  we was f l y i n g  ou t  t o  
where we was going b u t  .. that's when ... 
g :  D i d  a l o t  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  take camera's and take 
p i c t u r e s ?  
A :  No.  actual?^ a l o t  o f  them d i d n ' t  even l i k e  me 
t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  b u t  they got  k i nd  o f  ... we71 I thou ht 
it's no t  doing any harm b u t  some o f  them d i d n ' t  T i  Ice 
p i c t u r e s  taken ... d i  sasters ... I j u s t  looked a t  i t  a 
d i f f e r e n t  way, something to remember how close you 
came t o  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d .  You know i t  cou ld  have been 
you, whatever, o r  somebody may want t o  see what 
a c t u a l l y  happened i n  some o f  t h e  places. I d i d n ' t  do 
i t  to ... I j u s t  d i d  i t  f o r  my own s e l f  r e a l l y .  
Q: Had you ever  t ravel led o u t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  out  o f  
the  un i t ed  s ta tes?  
A:  NO.  hat's my f i r s t  t r i p  out .  
Q: These are i n t e r e s t i n g  1 andscape photographs 
( i n t e r v i e w e r  s t i l l  d iscuss ing  photograph s e r i e s  E l - 6 ) .  
A :  NOW those women the re  was from a v i l l age  t h e r e  t h e y  
suspected was Vietcong t h a t  owned ... l i v e d  i n  t h a t  
v i  1 l age (narrator p o i n t i n g  t o  photograph # 4 ~ )  . So the 
government o r  company o r  whoever i t  was decided tha t  
they could take a l l  t h e  women ou t  t h e r e  and maybe t h e  
men would come ou t  t h e r e  and t r y  t o  e t  t h e i r  women l? back o r  something and t r y  and draw t em out i n  the  
open. Bu t  ... uh ... t h a t  k w h a t  they  t o l d  me. 1 d o n ' t  know i f  
t h a t ' s  t h e  t r u t h  or  n o t .  1 was wondering why t h e y  had 
j u s t  a l l  t he  women there  bu t  t h e r e  was supposedly one 
v i l l a  e t h e r e  t h a t  was a l l  Vie tcong so t h e y  kept  them 
a l l  t ! e r e  i n  a bunch f o r  - interrogat ion o r  something. 
Q: well I ' m  su re  i t  was p r e t t y  hard t o  t e l l  t h e  
Vietcong f rom t h e  ... 
A :  yeah.   hey alwa s t o l d  me t o  watch f o r  t h e  ones i n  
t he  b lack pajamas ! u t  a l l  t h e  ood and t h e  bad all  7 wore black pajamas so ... you cou d n ' t  j u s t  go by t h e  
c o l o r  o f  t h e i r  pajamas. I mean t h e  farmers,  t h e  wore 
wasn ' t real l y enemy. 
K b lack  pajamas and they were south Vietnamese. T ey 
Q: okay. HOW about t h i s  group o f  p i c t u r e s ,  t h i s  was a 
p r i  soner wasn ' t i t? C ~ n t e r v i  ewer r e f e r r i  ng t o  
photographs #I-6~) 
A: Uh huh.   hat was ... again we was on t h a t  search and 
des t roy  miss ion  and they captured t w o  o f  them. 1 t h i n k  
one o f  them was l i k e  eighteen years o l d  and t h e  o the r  
one was l i k e  s i x t e e n  and they  were a c t u a l  7y caught i n  
t h e  ac t  o f  making a land mine.   hey was t ak i ng  a she1 I 
casing and s t u f f i n g  i t  f u l l  o f  explosives and shrapnel  
and s t u f f .  They caught them r i g h t  i n  the act o f  doing 
i t ,    hat's t h e  south Vietnamese, they c a l l  them RVNS, 
they were i n t e r p r e t e r s .  
A :  Yeah. It was RVNS or  something ... 
Q: And t hey  were t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  
A :  Yeah. They were on our s ide.  They were south 
Vietnamese ... t h e  f r i e n d l y  ... they  was working w j t h  us o r  we 
were working w i t h  them, whatever ... but he roughed them 
up p r e t t y  good but t hey  could do that but we couldn't 
so they could,..(chuckles) g e t  by w i t h  i t. But t h e y  was 
t r y i n g  to make i t  t a l k  is what they was doing t h e r e  so 
they was h i t t i n g  him. There's some more p i c t u r e s  on i n  
t h e r e .  They g o t  p r e t t y  rough on him and I actually 
f e l t  so r ry  f o r  him. ~t one p o i n t  I t h o u  h t  t h e i r  going 
t o  k i l l  him even be fore  he can even tal ! . That ' s  more 
e f  them t h e r e  (na r ra to r  p o i n t i n g  t o  photograph #SF) 
they  was k i ck i ng  h i m  and h i t t i n g  him across t h e  head 
w i t h  t h e  r i f l e  ... ~n t h e  stomach and h i t t i n g  him down 
be1 ow t h e  1 egs and,.. 
Q:  id he ever  d i vu lge  any information? 
A :  He couldn't g e t  him to ... I didn't know what he was 
ask ing  him ... t h e  South Vietnamese ... t he  RVN t h e r e  he was 
ask ing him ... I knew he was sayin t h e  same th i ng .  He 
wouldn ' t  change h i s  s t a r  . He e p t  saying t h e  same K z t h i n g  I thought t h a t "  t t wrong answer cause he 'd  
s t a r t  beat ing  on him again. He never a c t u a l l y  s t a r t  
t a l k i ng  t i l l  ... we had two dog handlers  w i t h  u s  ... 1 
t h i n k  ... they  had t h e  scout  dogs w i t h  them and they  had 
them on a leash and t h e y  brought them o u t  t he re  and 
t h a t  dog go t  about t w o  inches from t h e  ~ i e t c o n g ' s  nose 
and he was snappin and s lobber ing  at t h e  mouth and I 
mean t h a t  guy was f o l d i n g  him and t h a t  l e a t h e r  was 
s t r e t c h i n g  and he just 11 ked a couple inches o f  b i t i n g  
t ha t  guy" head. That made him s t a r t  ta l  k i n  7. He star ted t a l k i n g  and p o i n t i n g  up on t h a t  h i 1  and s a i d  
t h e r e  was t w e n t  f i v e  more v i e t c o n g  up t h e r e  and they 
was watching a1 r our  moves. SO our  commanders g o t  on 
t h e  r a d i o  and called i n  a a r t i l l e r y  s t r i k e  on t h a t  
hillside where he said they was at ... he was 
point ing ... showing us where the rest  o f  them was at ... so 
t h e y  d i d  call  a a r t i l l e r y  s t r i k e  of w h i t e  phosphorous 
which i s  pretty ho t  artillery. 
Q: How about these young-.these young vietnamese up 
here, they 1 oak young? (interviewer re fe r r i  ng to 
photograph #2F) 
A: yeah- Those a r c a  l o t  o f  the kids ... when we'd go out 
i n  t h e  villages ... they or to wondering if some o f  them 9 wasn't finding our in ormation from us and we  were 
kind of leery ta1 king around them and they dfdrt't 
really get specif ics about any o f  our missions , but  
they could t a l k  pretty good English and they 
woul d...thi s one boy here h e  got k i  11 ed . Uh ... I can' t 
remember h is  name but h e  was a real nice kid.  Every 
time we'd ride through t h i s  one villag~ he'd want to 
ride wi th  us and h e ' d  just t a l k  ... he could speak really 
good ~ n g l i s h .  B u t  he was in between two GI's on one 
t r i p  out  and they shot him i n  the chest.   hey never 
shot any o f  our guys ... I don't  know i f  they shot him 
j u s t  because he  was with us or  what I said  it was kind 
of odd being i n  the truck w i t h  two GI's and they 
k i l l e d  him and d i d n ' t  kill e i t h e r  one o f  t h e  GI's. 
q :  He looks like h e ' s  about 10. 
A :  I th ink he was about 13 e r  14. 
Q: Wow! He looks younger than even 12 o r  13. 
A :  Yeah.   hat's ~ a m i e  ~ b r u  there. 
Q: DO you ever wonder what happened to some o f  these 
guys? 
A: yeah. 3 called my one buddy i n  ~i chigan C i t y  one 
rime. I found him when we had our computer and urn, I 
found out where he lived at ...I knew he l i v e d  i n  
~ i c h i g a n  C i t y ,  ~ n d i  ana so t h e  people f i n d e r  on t h e  
computer knew how to f ind  him. ~ n d  so I got h i s  phone 
number and I c a l l e d  him and I d o n ' t  know i f  he was 
drunk or  w h a t  ... he sa id  something about getting h i t  w i t h  
a t r a c t o r  t r a i l e r  but  I d o n ' t  know i f  he meant he f e l t  
l i ke he W been h i t  by one or  he a c t u a l l y  had been. He 
d i d n k  r e a l l y  remember much ...I don' t  know i f  he was at 
h is  r ight  self or  net .  He was either drunk or maybe 
he 'd  l o s t  i t  or  something. we were almost l i k e  
bro thers  o r  something, we s l e p t  i n  t h e  same bu i ld ing  
t h e r e ,  you had your p a r t i t i o n s ,  4x6 square o r  6x6 o r  
something l i k e  t h a t ,  we shared re f r igerators ,  beer and 
all that .  
Q: Are t h e r e  any people i n  these other  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  
weren't i n  the previous p i c t u r e s ,  they look  l i k e  t h e  
same crew? 
A:  No. 
Q: rt looks l i k e  your a l l  taking a res t .  
A:  whenever i t  was lunch time we j u s t  had r o  stop 
wherever we was at  ... I know t h e r e ' s  one n i  h r  we were 
g o i n g  i n  t o  Trai Bang Road. I don't t h i n  you've  come 
t o  i t  yet. 
il 
Q: T h i s  one here? T h i s  i s  t h e  l a n d  mine? ( ~ n t e r v i e w e r  
p o i n t i n g  t o  photograph s e r i e s  GI-4) 
A: Yeah- That's the night we came back i n  (narrator 
p o i n t i n g  to photograph #3G), everyone was wore o u t  and 
exhausted. We had to come back i n  at t h e  n i g h t  t i m e  
and had t o  d r i v e  w i t h  b lack  o u t  d r i v e  on your t r u c k s  
and t h e  dust was about a f o o t  t h i c k  and  you had to 
stay so many meters behind t h e  o the r  trucks and you 
c o u l d n ' t  hardly see t h e  red l i g h t  on t h e  back o f  t h e  
t ruck.  YOU couldn't have your head l i g h t s  on and we 
d i d n ' t  want t h e  enemy to know where we was a t  so ... 
~ppend i  x of photographs 






